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DESCRIPTION

The Sheffield Inn (the Sheffield) is a residential building located on the west side of the 900 block
of North Pennsylvania Street. Immediately to the north and abutting the Sheffield is the three-
story brick Manchester Apartments of 1929, and abutting to the south is a two-story commercial
building of 1965. (Photos #1 and #2) The immediate neighborhood, the St. Joseph
Neighborhood, is composed of a mixture of Civil War-era houses and cottages, pre-Depression
era apartment buildings of the twentieth century, commercial buildings from the nineteenth
century to the present and a number of vacant and parking lots. Many buildings in the
neighborhood are listed in the National Register of Historic Places either as individual buildings,
as part of the Apartments and Flats of Downtown Indianapolis (1983) or in the St. Joseph
Neighborhood Historic District (1991).

The Sheffield is a two-story, residential building of solid masonry construction. Brick faces the
tile block walls and wood framing composes the floors and roof structure. The footprint of the
Sheffield is roughly that of an "I", filling up most of the rectangular shape of the lot, allowing for
light courts on both the north and south sides. The major portion of the building is conventional
and unadorned in sharp contrast to the main facade facing North Pennsylvania Street

Exterior

The Sheffield is almost two different buildings put together; the quaint highly detailed picturesque
front with its multi-gabled roof clad in slate, decorative chimney, pent roof, half timbering and
banks of leaded quarrel windows with heraldic insets; and the nondescript functional rear wing
with its flat roof housing the rooms. (Photos #3, #4 & #5) The Sheffield's main facade and lobby
interior exhibit the Tudor Revival Style with overall design and fine detailing.

The main facade of the Sheffield projects the image of a quaint English inn dating from the Tudor
period or before. The first floor is faced with brick, the second floor with faux half timbering.
The bricks are unique in that each has been distressed with the chipping of edges to give an aged
appearance. (Photos #6 & #7) The main facade is composed of a massive slate-clad gable roof
with a large projecting gabled pavilion, perpendicular to the main facade. This two-and-a-half-
story pavilion has an A-frame shape created by the roof planes sloping down to the first story
level. The first floor is pierced by two entrances with blind arches bricked in. The two doors
flank a large bank of eight casement windows in two tiers within a shallow bay. Five of the
original windows in their wood sashes have survived with their twenty-two panes of clear glass
with a centered art glass heraldic shield all framed by leaded cames. Three of the windows are
replacements with single panes of glass. Above the bay, at the second story are two centered
window openings each with three replacement aluminum-sash double-hung windows. Above the
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second story windows is the half-timber gable apex with posts, beams and arched braces framing
the two centered, decorative casement windows which have retained their original lead-camed
quarrels. (Photo #7)

A massive decorative brick and stucco chimney surmounted by two terra cotta chimney pots is the
axis, separating the pavilion from the southern half of the facade. The southern half is distinctive
for its two half-timbered gables above the two second-story windows. Each window opening is
filled by three double-hung aluminum sash windows. The first-story entrances and windows are
shaded by a slate-clad pent roof. A brick pier separates the two shopfront bays consisting of a
door and steel sash multi-paned shop windows, all surmounted by square, wood-sash casement
windows with twenty panes framed by leaded cames. Other surviving details include the original
arched shop front doors, copper gutters, downspouts and leader boxes. The shopfronts have been
covered over by stucco board panels, but the windows are intact.

The Tudor Revival details and materials extend around the south wall of the Sheffield with the full
gable roof, half timbering and the decorative bricks. The gable roof is not merely decorative but
is a true gable roof with a western slope out of view from the street, giving the appearance of
being a complete building with a functional rear wing. (Photo #2) The rear two-story wing
accommodating the bulk of the residential units has a flat roof, brick faced with no decorative
details. The brick is conventional without the distress detail so prominent on the main facade.
Windows and a rear entrance pierce the rear (west) wall on the alley (Cleveland Street). (Photos
#4 & #5) All of the original wood sash, double hung windows were replaced by aluminum sash
windows in 1971. The second-story replacement windows on the main facade date from this time
as do the panels covering the shop windows.

Interior

The Tudor Revival Style is strongly expressed in the interior of the public areas of the Sheffield,
specifically in the lobby and the commercial areas. The lobby is finely appointed with a slate floor,
board wainscoting, bay window bench, ceiling beams, rough finish plaster walls and ceiling,
segmented arched openings, tiled entry ways and landings, original doors, a half-timbered frieze
and a Tudor-arched limestone framed fireplace with its original grate. (Photos #8 & #9)

From the lobby radiate doorways to the paneled-and-beamed ceiling manager's office, stairway to
the second level, stairway to the raised first-floor level and to the commercial space to the south.
The commercial space has survived as a maintenance and storage area since the 1971 renovation.
However, the beamed ceiling, half-timbered frieze, wainscoting, doors of the commercial space
has survived despite the built-in storage cabinets and wall partition.
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The two floors of rooms were radically remodeled in 1971 resulting in the removal or covering of
interior partitions, woodwork, doors, hardware, wall and ceiling plaster finishes, fixtures and
flooring. The Sheffield's original thirty-three units, ranging from efficiencies to two bedroom
suites, were remodeled into twenty-four units, most of them one-bedroom apartments. Only the
central corridors on both floors have retained their configuration, but all of the corridor finishes
have been altered. ( Photo # 10) The second story corridor has glazed sky lights. The rear
stairwell has its original wooden newel posts and square-cut balusters. (Photo # 11) The
basement retains its utilitarian character and function of storage and utility rooms.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sheffield Inn ( the Sheffield) is significant under Criterion C, as the work of architect Harry
R. Fitton and as a fine example of the Tudor Revival Style, exhibiting exceptional crafismanship.
Fitton's original design employed domestic architectural style, scale and detailing to face an
otherwise basic multi-unit residential building. The Sheffield, until recently an apartment building,
was originally designed as a residential hotel located only one mile from the very center of the city
in an area noted for its mix of uses and for its collection of historic apartment buildings.

The Sheffield was constructed in 1926-1927 as a small residential hotel with a small commercial
street front area. Architect Fitton designed the Sheffield in the popular Tudor Revival Style at the
height of the style's popularity before the Great Depression. Harry R. Fitton (1884-1931) was an
active architect in Indianapolis between 1910 and 1931. He not only was an accomplished
architect, he was also a partner in firms that developed, designed, constructed, owned and
managed buildings throughout the city and state during the two decades before the Great
Depression. The Sheffield stood out as one of Fitton's projects cited in his biography and
obituary.!

Fitton was born in Evansville, Indiana, a direct descendant of Robert Dale Owen of New
Harmony fame. He was educated at Culver Military Academy (graduated 1903), and studied
architectural engineering at Purdue University (1904-1906). By 1905, Fitton was working for an
Indianapolis real estate firm.> In November of 1910, Fitton was one of the founders of the
Builders Real Estate Company (BREC), with the purpose "to build, construct and erect buildings
and houses". Fitton served as vice president and treasurer with architect Lawrence W. George as
president.’ BREC was a construction, development and design firm, listed by 1913 in the city
directory under both headings of "architects" and "real estate". By 1914 Fitton served as a
partner of both BREC and of the architecture firm of George, MacLucas & Fitton.* In this period
Fitton and his associates were very active developing upscale residences on the city's north side,
including several in what is now the Meridian Park Historic District (NRHP, 1990).° George,
MacLucas, and Fitton are also credited with impressive structures such as the 1916 Balmoral
Court Apartments at 3055 North Meridian Street, the 1921 Saville Apartments at 1701 North
Illinois (demolished), and the 1917 Delaware Court at 1001-1015 North Delaware Street.

In 1917 BREC changed its name to Builders Construction Company (BCC) and added Owen M.
Mothershead as a director and as its secretary-treasurer. By 1921, George was no longer
associated with BCC and Fitton served as president. Mothershead and Fitton reorganized BCC in
1924 as Mothershead and Fitton (M&F) with John F. Ross serving as director and general
superintendent. M&F continued not only the development of upscale housing but in all types of
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

structures. It was an active participant in the economic and building boom of the 1920s, ending
with the Great Depression. In a 1929 advertisement, M&F stated, "We specialize in the design
and construction of industrial and commercial and apartment houses."” Fitton's biography lists to
his credit the design of the factories for Beveridge Paper Co., Fairbanks-Morse Co., Rockwood
Manufacturing Co., and the Pittman-Moore Co. He also served as architect for Culver Military
Academy.® The Indiana Construction Recorder credits M&F with design of the office and factory
addition to Lilly Varnish Co.”

Fitton's partner Owen Morrison Mothershead (1880-1957) was an Indianapolis native. A
graduate of Cornell University (B.S., 1902), he began his association with Fitton in 1916.° As
secretary and treasurer of M&F, Mothershead "handled the business matters of the firm ""!
Mothershead and Fitton organized and incorporated Sheffield Realty Company on January 2,
1926, following their announcement to construct the Sheffield Inn as a residential hotel. The
Indiana Construction Recorder reported that M&F were not only owners but architect and builder
as well.’> The Sheffield Realty Co. purchased the site of the Sheffield on January 6, 1926, with
plans in progress. Work progressed rapidly with the demolition of the existing nineteenth century
residence on the site by January 30.* The Shefficld was completed and in service in 1927. When
completed, the Sheffield had thirty-three rooms consisting of efficiencies and one-and-two-
bedroom suites. The Sheffield also had a large common lobby appointed in the Tudor Revival
Style and a small restaurant/coffee shop/lounge.

The Great Depression began in 1929 and had an immediate impact on builders, developers, and
architects. By 1930, M&F had disappeared from the city directory, but the firm of Harry R.
Fitton Co. was occupying the office area of the neighboring Manchester Apartments. The
disappearance of M&F from the city directory supports the statement in the obituary of Owen M.
Mothershead's son, Wilson, that "the family business became a casualty of the Depression. "’
Fitton's office closed after his death on April 6, 1931."® Mothershead & Fitton filed its last annual
report to the Indiana Secretary of State's office in 1929."" The Sheffield continued to serve as a
residential hotel with its commercial function as a cocktail lounge and restaurant. El Dee
Apartments purchased the Sheffield in 1970 and remodeled it in 1971 into twenty-four low-
income, subsidized apartments.

The 900 block of North Pennsylvania Street and the area now known as the St. Joseph
Neighborhood had been in a state of transition for the two decades before the construction of the
Sheffield. As the central business district of Indianapolis grew in the period immediately before
the First World War and immediately following in the 1920s, nineteenth century single-family
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housing was razed to make way for apartment buildings and the ever-encroaching commercial
district. The St. Joseph Neighborhood and the Old North Side, immediately to the north, saw the
proliferation of apartment houses and some residential hotels. The Sheffield Inn contributed to
the reshaping of the neighborhood, providing residential units and commercial retail space, easily
accessible from the street. The design of the Sheffield provided for thirty-three rooms with a
stylish common lobby detailed to continue the strong English Tudor character established in the
facade design. The lobby has a bay bench, wainscoting, rough-finish plaster, slate flagstone floor,
ceiling beams and a fireplace. Two small commercial spaces served at various times the offices of
Mothershead and Fitton and the Sheffield Inn Coffeeshop as well as other tenants over time.
These two shop fronts were also detailed in the Tudor Revival style with ceiling beams,
wainscoting and rough finish plaster ceiling and wall finish. With the obvious success of the
Sheffield Inn, M&F planned for a repeat performance. They planned and constructed (1929) a
companion building the Manchester Apartments, immediately to the north.

The Sheffield was designed in the Tudor Revival Style which was extremely popular nationally
and in Indianapolis in the 1920s. The revival styles, Colonial and Tudor, had replaced the
Craftsman/Arts and Crafts style which had enjoyed the popularity of upscale clients the decade
before. Fitton employed the popular Tudor Revival Style to produce a significantly different
residential hotel/apartment urban building on the frontier of the encroaching commercial area on
the established nineteenth century residential area. North Pennsylvania Street and North
Delaware Street were lined with large houses from the 1860s and 1870s as illustrated by three
notable survivors nearby, the Kemper House (c. 1873 at 1028 North Delaware St.), the Bals-
Wocher House (c. 1869 at North Delaware St.), and the Calvin I. Fletcher House (c. 1898 at
1031 North Delaware St.).'* Many apartment houses had been constructed in the St. Joseph area
such as The Chadwick (1924, 1005 North Pennsylvania St.), The Pennsylvania (1906, 1919 North
Pennsylvania St.), The Lodge (1905, 829 North Pennsylvania St.), and at least one residential
hotel, the Hotel Pennsylvania (c. 1935, 947 North Pennsylvania St.).”> Their massing, sizes,
materials and styles express the function of an apartment building or hotel.

The Sheffield's design deviates from the previously established hotel design with its residential
size, styling and the inclusion of commercial shop and office space easily accessible from the
street. The Sheffield was designed with two commercial spaces, each with its own storefront and
entrance. The combination of hotels and commercial use is not new as numerous commercial
buildings of the nineteenth century were hotels above first floor commercial space. The Sheffield
does not fit this mold as it was designed with a residential scaled and detailed facade masking the
functional residential wing hidden from the street view. This successful design is not found
anywhere else in Indianapolis.
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The Sheffield's Tudor Revival street fronted public wing has changed very little despite the total
remodeling that occurred in the residential rear wing. A comparison with historic photographs
records that the distinctive character envisioned by Fitton enriched by fine detailing has survived
and continues to enhance the streetscape of this transitional historic streetscape.”
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Verbal Boundary Description

The Sheffield occupies all of J.R. Pratt's Subdivision Lot 3, Qutlot 172.

Boundary Justification

The real estate described in the Verbal Boundary Description (above) is the property on which sits
the Sheffield, owned by the stated owners of record. .




